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	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3 
	Level 4

	Level descriptors
	The children will know about a range of properties of materials.
	The children will identify a range of common materials and know about their properties. They will describe similarities and differences between materials. They will sort materials into groups and describe the basis of their groupings in everyday terms.
	The children will use their knowledge and understanding of materials when they describe a variety of ways of sorting them into groups according to their properties. They will explain simply why some materials are particularly suitable for specific purposes.
	Describe the differences between the properties of different materials and link to knowledge and understanding of reversible and irreversible changes.(Yr 6 Unit. They will use correctly the terms associated with changes of stage: boil, melt, freeze

	How do the level descriptors relate to QCA Scheme of Work and Classroom practice  
	The children can name hot and cold objects and know that touch is a way of deciding whether it is hot or cold. The children will have first- hand knowledge of food going cold and ice melting but will not be able to explain why this happens.
	The children recognise that temperature is a measure of how hot or cold objects are.  They know that some parts of the classroom are warmer than others. They recognise everyday uses of thermal insulators such as a thick coat, a flask, a polystyrene cup/box. 
	The children will recognise that touch is not an accurate way of measuring temperature. They can explain why some parts of the classroom are warmer than others. The children will identify some materials that are good thermal insulators such as wood and plastic and give some everyday uses of them. They know that metal is not a good thermal insulator. They will recognise that the same materials keep cold objects cold as keep warm objects warm. They will recognise that objects cool and warm when they are left.
	The children will recognise that objects cool or warm to the temperature of their surroundings when they are left.
They will recognise that metals are both good thermal and electrical conductors.
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